Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

under the combined patents of Bessemer and

Kelly, who had in the meantime, reached an
agreement. There were only thirteen plants
built in this country down to 1881, but: from that
time the growth of the manufacture of Bessemer
Steel in America was very rapid. The first com-
mercial order of steel rails filled in this country
was rolled by the Cambria Iron Company in
1867, under the direction of Mr, Robert W. Hunt,

WELLMAN  DEVELOPED   THE   OPEN-HEARTH

There has been an impression that William
F. Durfee had much to do with the early develop-
ment of the open-hearth process in this country,
but this seems to be an error. 1 le was largely
occupied with the Bessemer process, but the
credit of building the first successful open-
hearth of the Siemens-Martin type is clue to
Mr. Samuel T. Welhnan, of the Wellman-
Seaver-Morgan Company. Mr, Wcllman built
the first really successful American open-hearth
furnace at; the Bay State Iron Works, South
Boston, in the latter part of 18(J9. I le had been
assistant: engineer for Mr. J. T. Potts, who had
been sent to this country by C. W, Siemens to
assist in the starting of an open-hearth furnace
at Trenton for Cooper, Hewitt & Company,, who
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